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16th Avenue Bridge of Lions Ribbon Cutting Event
A ribbon cutting to mark a milestone in permanent flood control for the 16th Avenue Bridge of Lions
will be held on the bridge on Friday, July 22, at 2 p.m. The public and media are invited to celebrate
and acknowledge the project’s completion. Speakers will include Mayor Tiffany O’Donnell, City
Manager Jeff Pomeranz, Lt. Col. John M. Fernas of the US Army Corps of Engineers, and Monica
Vernon of The District. Work included floodgates on either end of the bridge — with connections to
adjacent flood walls and levees. The bridge connects the growing New Bohemia and Czech Village
areas on both sides of the river. New decorative archways over the bridge serve as gateway features,
connecting east to west. A shareable event invitation is attached.

Nuisance Property Cleanup Effort
On July 12, 2022, the Building Services Department teamed up — with help from the Solid Waste &
Recycling, Streets, Forestry, and Fleet Services divisions and the Police Department — to abate a
nuisance property in violation of the Housing Code. A total of 46.49 tons of debris and other items
were removed from the property. The abatement took approximately 10 hours. This is believed to
be the largest one-day abatement of a residential property conducted by the City. A summary of the
abatement, including before and after photos, is attached.

812 Ellis Blvd NW
On 7/8, a City inspector identified work being performed at 812 Ellis Blvd NW extended beyond
existing permits and floodplain approval. Upon review, the City’s floodplain administrator
determined the work was in violation of the City’s Floodplain Management Ordinance. As a result,
the existing floodplain approval will be rescinded. The applicant will need to reapply for a floodplain
review and submit an itemized list of costs for the full scope of the project and violation. This is
based upon FEMA’s Technical Guidance for Substantial Improvement Determinations, which will be
provided to the property owner. Staff will work with the owner to address the violation and move
toward resolution. Additionally, the City is working on a Development Agreement for 816 Ellis Blvd
NW with the owner of the property at 812 Ellis Blvd NW. Staff will work with the property owner to
address code violations prior to consideration of any property sale.
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2101 HAVEN COURT SW 


On July 7, 2021, the Building Services Department received a concern regarding the property at 2101 
Haven Court SW as a possible hoarding situation. The report indicated the owner-occupied property was 
full of junk — vehicles, equipment, and other debris. 


On July 8, 2021 the City sent a Notice of Violation of the City’s Housing Code, indicating violation of the 
Sanitation and Motor Vehicle (inoperable or unlicensed vehicles) sections of the Housing Code. 
Specifically, the notice informed the property owners they needed to remove rubbish and debris 
throughout the property. Additionally, the notice explained the campers, trailers, skid loader and a 
forklift needed to be removed. 


After additional Notices of Violation were sent to the property owners — and when voluntary-
compliance opportunities were exhausted — the code enforcement officer assigned to the case filed a 
Municipal Infraction on October 4, 2021 with the Linn County District Court.  


On March 21, 2022, a Linn County District associate judge ruled in favor of the City of Cedar Rapids and 
assessed a civil penalty against the defendants in the amount of $1,500. The court also ruled that if the 
violations were not corrected by May 1, 2022, the City could abate the violations and assess the costs of 
the abatement in the same manner as a property tax. 


On July 12, 2022, the Building Services Department teamed up — with help from the Solid Waste & 
Recycling, Streets, Forestry, and Fleet Services divisions and the Police Department — to abate the 
nuisance by removing all items that were in violation of the Housing Code. A total of 46.49 tons of debris 
and other items were removed from the property. The abatement took approximately 10 hours. This is 
believed to be the largest one-day abatement of a residential property conducted by the City. 
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Photographs from Fall 2021: 







July 12, 2022 Abatement Before and After Photographs: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 







 
 
Appeal of Kestrel Heights Preliminary Plat Anticipated
Staff anticipate receipt of an appeal of the City Planning Commission’s approval of a Preliminary Plat
for the Kestrel Heights subdivision in southeast Cedar Rapids. The subdivision, located north of Otis
Road near the Rompot neighborhood, was reviewed by the City Planning Commission and approved
on 7/7. Should an appeal be received by the 5 PM deadline on Monday, the appeal will appear on
the regular agenda for the 7/26 council meeting. Per the subdivision code, “The City Council shall
review the Preliminary Plat, the City Planning Commission or the Development Services Division
action(s), and the basis of appeal. After consideration, the City Council may, by Resolution, approve,
approve with revisions, or disapprove said appeal." If an appeal is received, a staff response will be
provided in the council packet for the 7/26 meeting.
 
 
Valley Park Timber Stand Restoration
Contract crews began work on timber stand restoration at Valley Park this week. Crews are working
to mitigate invasive species and remove debris still remaining from the Derecho. The materials will
be chipped and spread on site, which is beneficial for the soil. This project is expected to take 2–3
weeks, with pollinator habitat planting to follow in fall. Those interested may subscribe to newsletter
updates on the City’s Cargill/Valley Park website — which reflects this latest information.
 
 
Sale of Used Hotel TVs
The DoubleTree by Hilton is replacing all televisions in each hotel room. Since the used televisions
are considered property of the City, the City sold the used televisions through the GovDeals website.
We are happy to report all televisions have been sold through GovDeals for $7,043.98.
 

https://www.cedar-rapids.org/local_government/departments_a_-_f/development_services/railyard.php
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